
OWNER’S OPERATING MANUAL

AIR COMPRESSOR
MODEL RC-1500

KEEP THIS MANUAL FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

Your new compressor has been engineered and manufactured to Ryobi’s high
standard of dependability, ease of operation and operator safety. Properly cared
for, it will give you years of rugged, trouble free performance. If you use your
compressor properly and only for what it is intended, you will enjoy years of
safe, reliable service.

SPECIFICATIONS
Voltage...................................................................................................230V~50Hz
Rated power........................................................................................ 1.1kW/1.5HP

Free air delivery (FAD)............................................................................... 180l/min
CFM..................................................................................................................... 6.4
Working pressure................................................................................... 8bar/116psi
Current take-off.....................................................................................................5A
No load speed...........................................................................................3400min-1

Protection class................................................................................................. IP20

Intermittent duty............................................................................................S3 15%

Sound pressure level......................................................... LpA 74.7dB(A),k=3dB(A)
Sound power level............................................................. LWA 94.7dB(A),k=3dB(A)
Net weight........................................................................................................ 5.0kg

THANK YOU FOR BUYING A RYOBI
AIR COMPRESSOR

CAUTION: Carefully read through this entire owner’s
manual, paying close attention to the general
safety rules and rules for safe operation,
before using.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

The purpose of safety rules is to attract your

attention to possible dangers. The safety symbols

and the explanations with them, require your

careful attention and understanding. The safety

warnings do not by themselves eliminate any

danger. The instruction or warnings they give are

not substitutes for proper accident prevention

measures.

SAFETY ALERT SYMBOL. Indicates

caution or warning. May be used in

conjunction with other symbols or

pictures.

Failure to obey a safety warning can result in

serious injury to yourself or to others. Always follow

the safety precautions to reduce the risk of fire,

electric shock and personal injury.

Do not attempt to operate this tool until you have

read thoroughly and completely understood the

safety rules, etc. contained in this manual. Failure

to comply can result in accidents involving fire,

electric shock or serious personal injury. Save this

Owners Operating Manual and review it frequently

for continual safe operation and for instructing

others who may use this tool.

APPLICATIONS

Air compressors are utilized in a variety of air

system applications. Match hoses, connectors, air

tools, and accessories to the capabilities of the air

compressor.

You may use this product for the purposes listed

below:

Operating some air-powered tools

Operating air accessories such as air nozzles and

tyre inflators

SPECIFIC SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

WARNING. If not used and maintained

correctly this compressor when used with

some pneumatic tools can cause serious

injury and death. Before attempting to operate this

machine, it is important that you read, understand

and follow these instructions very carefully. They

are designed for the safety of yourself and others

ensuring a long and trouble free service life from

your machine. If not used correctly and as detailed

in these instructions pneumatic tools can be

dangerous. This product can cause injury to the

operator and others.

The warnings and safety instructions must be

followed to ensure reasonable safety and efficiency

in using this product.

NOTE: The operator is responsible for following the

warnings and safety instructions in this manual and

on the product.

WARNING. The compressor may restart

when power is restored following a

blackout.

An ACOUSTIC PRESSURE’s value of 2 m.

corresponds to the ACOUSTIC POWER’s value

stated on the yellow label located on the

compressor, minus 14 dB.

DO’S

The compressor must be used in a suitable

environment (well ventilated with an ambient

temperature of between +5°C and +40°C) and

never in places with dust, acids, vapors, explosive

or flammable gases.

Keep the work area free. When operating, the

compressor must be placed on a stable surface.

Safety goggles should be worn when using the

compressor in order to protect the eyes against any

foreign bodies lifted by the jet of air. Always wear

eye protection with side shields marked to comply

with ANSI Z87.1. Failure to do so could result in

objects being thrown into your eyes resulting in

possible serious injury.

If possible, when using air-powered accessories,

wear safety clothing.

Always maintain a safety distance of at least 2

meters between the compressor and the work

area.

Check for correspondence between the

compressor plate data with the actual

specifications of the electrical system. A variation of

± 10% with respect of the rated value is allowed.

Insert the plug of the electrical cable in a socket of

suitable shape, voltage and frequency complying

with current regulations.

Use extension cables with a maximum length of 5

meters and with a cable cross-section of not less

than 1.5 mm2. Use of extension cables of different

length and cross-section and also of adapters and

multiple sockets should be avoided.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always use the handle to move the compressor.

When using compressed air, you must know and

comply with the safety precautions to be adopted

for each type of application (inflation, airpowered

tools, painting, washing with water-based

detergents only, clinching, etc.).

Please check that the air consumption and the

maximum working pressure of the pneumatic tool

and connection pipes (with the compressor) to be

used, are compatible with the pressure set on the

pressure regulator and with the amount of air

supplied by the compressor.

To avoid overheating of the electric motor, this

compressor is designed for intermittent duty

operation as indicated on the technical dataplate

(for example, S3-15 means 1.5 minutes On, 8.5

minutes OFF). In case of overheating, the thermal

cutout of the motor is released, automatically

cutting off the power when the temperature is too

high due to excess current take-off. The motor

restarts automatically when normal temperature

conditions are restored.

DON’TS

Never direct the jet of air towards persons, animals

or your body.

Never let the compressor come into contact with

water or other liquids and never direct the jet of

liquids sprayed by tools connected to the

compressor towards the compressor: as the

appliance is live, this could cause electrocution or

short-circuits.

Never use the appliance with bare feet or wet

hands or feet.

Never yank the power cable to disconnect the plug

from the power outlet or to move the compressor.

Never leave the appliance exposed to adverse

weather conditions (rain, sun, fog, snow).

If this compressor is used outdoors, always

remember to stow it after use in a covered or

closed place

Never use the compressor outdoors in rain or bad

weather.

Never allow inexpert persons to use the

compressor without suitable surveillance. Keep

animals at a distance from the work area.

This appliance is not intended for use by persons

(including children) with reduced physical, sensory

or mental capabilities, or lack of experience and

knowledge, unless they have been given

supervision or instruction concerning the use of the

appliance by a person responsible for their safety.

Children should be supervised to ensure that they

do not play with the appliance.

The compressed air produced by the compressor

cannot not be used for pharmaceutical, food or

medical purposes or to fill the air bottles of scuba

divers.

Do not place flammable or nylon/fabric objects

close to and/or on the compressor.

Do not cover the air inlets on the compressor.

Do not use the compressor if it is installed on floors

with a slope of more than 15°.

Do not open or tamper with any part of the

compressor. Contact an authorized Service Centre.

Never store a tool with air connected. Storing the

tool with air connected can result in unexpected

firing and possible serious personal injury.

Protect your lungs. Wear a face or dust mask if the

operation is dusty. Following this rule will reduce

the risk of serious personal injury.

Keep the motor vents clear and free from dust,

wipe regularly to maintain an adequate supply of

clean air to the air compressor.

If the power supply cord is damaged, it must be

replaced only by the manufacturer or by an

authorized service center to avoid risk.

SAVE THESE INSTRUCTIONS

1) WORK AREA

a) Keep your work area clean and well lit.

Cluttered benches and dark areas invite

accidents. Floor must not be slippery from wax

or dust.

b) Do not operate air compressors in explosive

atmospheres, such as in the presence of

flammable liquids, gases, or dust. Power

tools create sparks which may ignite the dust or

fumes.
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

c) Keep bystanders, children, and visitors

away while operating an air compressor.

Distractions can cause you to lose control.

d) Operate air compressor in an open area at

least 50cm away from any wall or object that

could restrict the flow of fresh air to

ventilation openings.

2) ELECTRICAL SAFETY

a) Avoid body contact with grounded surfaces

such as pipes, radiators, ranges, and

refrigerators. There is an increased risk of

electric shock if your body is grounded.

b) Don’t expose air compressors to rain or wet

conditions.Water entering an air compressor

will increase the risk of electric shock.

c) Do not abuse the cord. Never use the cord

to carry the air compressor or pull the plug

from an outlet. Keep cord away from heat,

oil, sharp edges, or moving parts. Replace

damaged cords immediately. Damaged cords

increase the risk of electric shock.

d) When operating an air compressor outside,

use an outdoor extension cord marked

“W-A” or “W”. These cords are rated for

outdoor use and reduce the risk of electric

shock.

3) PERSONAL SAFETY

a) Eye protection which conforms to ANSI

specifications and provides protection

against flying particles both from the

FRONT and SIDE should ALWAYS be worn

by the operator and others in the work area

when loading, operating, or servicing this

product. Eye protection is required to guard

against flying fasteners and debris, which could

cause severe eye injury.

b) The employer and/or user must ensure that

proper eye protection is worn.We

recommend a Wide Vision Safety Mask for use

over eyeglasses or standard safety glasses

that provide protection against flying particles

both from the front and side. Always use eye

protection which is marked to comply with

ANSI Z87.1.

c) Additional safety protection will be required

in some environments. For example, the

working area may include exposure to a noise

level which can lead to hearing damage. The

employer and user must ensure that any

necessary hearing protection is provided and

used by the operator and others in the work

area. Some environments will require the use

of head protection equipment. When required,

the employer and user must ensure that head

protection marked to comply with ANSI Z89.1 is

used.

d) Stay alert, watch what you are doing, and

use common sense when operating the air

compressor. Do not use product while tired

or under the influence of drugs, alcohol, or

medication. Amoment of inattention while

operating an air compressor may result in

serious personal injury.

e) Dress properly. Do not wear loose clothing

or jewellery. Contain long hair. Keep your

hair, clothing, and gloves away from moving

parts. Loose clothes, jewellery, or long hair can

be caught in moving parts.

f) Do not overreach. Keep proper footing and

balance at all times. Proper footing and

balance enables better control of the product in

unexpected situations.

g) Use safety equipment. Always wear eye

protection. Dust mask, nonskid safety shoes,

hard hat, or hearing protection must be used

for appropriate conditions.

h) Do not use on a ladder or unstable support.

Stable footing on a solid surface enables better

control of the air compressor in unexpected

situations.

4) AIR COMPRESSOR USE AND CARE

a) Do not exceed the pressure rating of any

component in the system.

b) Protect material lines and air lines from

damage or puncture. Keep hose and power

cord away from sharp objects, chemical spills,

oil, solvents, and wet floors.

c) Check hoses for weak or worn condition

before each use, making certain all

connections are secure. Do not use if defect

is found. Purchase a new hose or notify an

authorized service center for examination or

repair.
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SPECIFIC SAFETY RULES

d) Release all pressures within the system

slowly. Dust and debris may be harmful.

e) Store idle air compressors out of the reach

of children and other untrained persons. Air

compressors are dangerous in the hands of

untrained users.

f) Maintain air compressors with care. Follow

maintenance instructions. Properly maintained

products are easier to control.

g) Check for misalignment or binding of

moving parts, breakage of parts, and any

other condition that may affect the

product’s operation. If damaged, have the

air compressor serviced before using. Many

accidents are caused by poorly maintained

products.

h) Keep the exterior of the air compressor dry,

clean, and free from oil and grease. Always

use a clean cloth when cleaning. Never use

brake fluids, gasoline, petroleum-based

products, or any strong solvents to clean the

unit. Following this rule will reduce the risk of

deterioration of the enclosure plastic.

5) SERVICE

a) When servicing a product, use only

identical replacement parts. Follow

instructions in the Maintenance section of

this manual. Use of unauthorized parts or

failure to follow Maintenance instructions may

create a risk of injury.

b) Service must be performed only by qualified

repair personnel. Service or maintenance

performed by unqualified personnel may result

in a risk of injury.

c) Disconnect power supply, open drain valve

to decompress tanks and allow water to

drain, and allow air compressor to become

cool to the touch before servicing. Turn

pressure regulator knob fully counterclockwise

after shutting off air compressor.

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONNECTION

This product is powered by a precision-built electric

motor. It should be connected to a power supply

that is 230 V, AC only (normal household current),

50 Hz. Do not operate this product on direct current

(DC). A substantial voltage drop will cause a loss of

power and the motor will overheat. If the product

does not operate when plugged into an outlet,

double check the power supply.

GROUNDING INSTRUCTIONS

This product must be grounded. In the event of a

malfunction or breakdown, grounding provides a

path of least resistance for electric current to

reduce the risk of electric shock. This product is

equipped with an electric cord having an

equipment-grounding conductor and a grounding

plug. The plug must be plugged into a matching

outlet that is properly installed and grounded in

accordance with all local codes and ordinances.

Do not modify the plug provided. If it will not fit the

outlet, have the proper outlet installed by a

qualified electrician.

WARNING. Improper installation of the

grounding plug is liable to result in a risk

of electric shock. When repair or

replacement of the cord is required, do not connect

the grounding wire to either flat blade terminal. The

wire with insulation having an outer surface that is

green with or without yellow stripes is the

grounding wire.

Check with a qualified electrician or service

personnel if the grounding instructions are not

completely understood, or if in doubt as to whether

the product is properly grounded.

Repair or replace a damaged or worn cord

immediately.

This product is for use on a nominal 230 V circuit

and has a grounding plug. Only connect the

product to an outlet having the same configuration

as the plug. Do not use an adaptor with this

product.
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1. Rubber hose (3m)
2. Transportation handle
3. Power cable
4. On/Off switch
5. Presta valve adaptor

6. Sport ball needle
7. Tapered adaptor
8. Needle X blowing gun L=100mm

Accessory storage compartment9.
10. Inflation gun

DESCRIPTION

7

4

3

6

9

10

8

5

21
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UNPACKING
CAUTION. This packaging contains
sharp objects. Take care when
unpacking. Remove the machine,

together with the accessories supplied, from the
packaging. Check carefully to ensure that the
machine is in good condition and account for all the
accessories listed in this manual. Also make sure
that all the accessories are complete.

If any parts are found to be missing, the machine
and its accessories should be returned together in
their original packaging to the retailer. Do not throw

the packaging away, keep it safe throughout the
guarantee period, then recycle if possible,
otherwise dispose of it by the proper means. Do
not let children play with empty plastic bags due to
the risk of suffocation.

Take care when lifting the compressor from the
packaging.

CAUTION. Do not lift the compressor by
the pressure regulator. Get assistance if
necessary. This unit weighs 5.0kg.

ASSEMBLY
WARNING. Do not use this product if it is
not completely assembled or if any parts
appear to be missing or damaged. Use
of a product that is not properly and
completely assembled or with damaged
or missing parts could result in serious
personal injury.

WARNING. Do not attempt to modify this
product or create accessories or
attachments not recommended for use
with this product. Any such alteration or
modification is misuse and could result in
a hazardous condition leading to
possible serious personal injury.

CONNECTING ACCESSORIES
WARNING. Before connecting
accessories, always make sure that the
compressor is switched Off.

All the accessories are connected to the
compressor using the rubber hose fitted with the
quick release connector.

Connect the accessory required to the quick
release connector (B) on the end of the rubber
hose (Fig.1), pushing fitting A of the accessory
firmly inside B.

A click indicates that the accessory is connected.

When you have finished using the compressor
disconnect by pulling back on the release sleeve
on the quick release connector, Fig.2.

With a firm grip, pull out the accessory that is
attached to the quick release connector.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

A

B
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OPERATION

WARNING. Do not allow familiarity with

products to make you careless.

Remember that a careless fraction of a

second is sufficient to inflict severe injury.

WARNING. Always wear eye protection

with side shields marked to comply with

ANSI Z87.1. Failure to do so could result

in objects being thrown into your eyes

resulting in possible serious injury.

WARNING. Do not use any attachments

or accessories not recommended by the

manufacturer of this product. The use of

attachments or accessories not

recommended can result in serious

personal injury.

NOTE. Do not use in an environment that is dusty

or otherwise contaminated. Using the air

compressor in this type of environment may cause

damage to the unit.

NOTE. The wiring to a receptacle and the length of

any extension cords being used play an important

role in the operation of this product. Wiring

intended for lights cannot properly carry an air

compressor motor, and wire that is heavy enough

for a short distance may be insufficient for a greater

distance. Before using this product, verify your

receptacle is wired appropriately for air compressor

use and the length and gauge of any extension

cord used is sufficient to carry the current of the air

compressor.

LOCATING THE AIR COMPRESSOR

This compressor should be positioned on a stable,

flat surface (or one with a maximum inclination of

15º). Ensure that it is completely stable.

Do not cover or box in the compressor. Always

position it with good all round ventilation.

The compressor must be used in the horizontal

position only, resting on its rubber feet.

MOVING THE AIR COMPRESSOR

Before moving the compressor, switch off and

disconnect it from the mains power supply.

• Always use the handle

• Do not lift by (or put strain on) air taps, valves

or hoses.

• Take care when moving the compressor to

avoid damaging the valves or fittings.

SWITCHING ON AND OFF

WARNING. Switching On & Off must be

done using the On/Off switch mounted

on the compressor, Fig.3. Switching the

compressor Off at the mains supply can damage

the motor and will invalidate the guarantee.

Before switching on the power supply to the

compressor check that the On/Off switch is in the

Off position (non-depressed).

Connect the compressor to a suitable 16A mains

supply. Switch on the compressor by pressing the

On/Off switch to the ON (depressed) position. The

compressor will now start.

When you have finished using the compressor,

press the On/Off switch and disconnect the power

cord from the mains supply. Run the accessory

connected dry until there is no more compressed

air in the hose.

Always wait at least 10 seconds from when the

compressor has been switched off before restarting

this.

WARNING. This compressor is suitable

for minor blowing and dust removal jobs.

It is NOT suitable for prolonged use, for

treating large surfaces and for removing

dust from badly-caked areas.

INFLATION GUN INFORMATION

The inflation gun is used for inflating tyres, rubber

dinghies, air beds, footballs and other objects

Pressure level: 1 - 4 bar

WARNING. Do not direct the jet of

compressed air towards people or

animals.

Fig. 3
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OPERATION
WARNING. Never inflate the objects
above the recommended inflation
pressure as this may be dangerous and
cause damage and/or injuries.

WARNING. The gun is not suitable for
inflating car tyres. For this operation, use
of an approved inflation gun that can be
purchased separately is recommended.

USING THE INFLATION GUN
Connect the inflation gun to the compressor as
explained in chapter “Connecting Accessories” on
page 7.

When inflating tyres or certain bicycle tyres, it is not
necessary to insert any of the adapters (Fig.4).
Press tab E (Fig.5) and connect the hose of the
gun to the tyre pushing the fitting on the valve and
then releasing the tab.

Regulate the working pressure to the value
indicated for this accessory (see table 1).

Inflate the tyre pressing lever F (Fig.6). Release the
lever and read the pressure reached on gauge G of
the gun. Repeat the operation until the pressure
required is obtained (do not exceed the
recommended inflation pressure shown in table 1).
In the case of over-inflation, press button H to
reduce inflation pressure

WARNING. Do not hold down the lever
too long before checking the pressure
reached as this could cause explosion of
the object being inflated.

When inflating footballs, rubber dinghies, certain
bicycle tyres and children’s inflatable swimming
pools, you may have to use a suitable adapter
(Fig.4).

Adapter 5 is used for certain bicycles.

Adapter 6 is used for footballs.

Adapter 7 is used for rubber dinghies, air beds and
children’s swimmingpools.

Select the suitable adapter and push it in the
inflation hose pressing tab E (Fig.7). Once it is
inserted, release tab E.

To secure the adapter, turn it slightly in a clockwise
direction.

Inflate the object concerned as described above.

Fig. 4

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

E

E

F

G
H

5
8

7

E

6
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TABLE 1- RECOMMENDED OPERATING PRESSURES

MAINTENANCE

WARNING. When servicing use only
identical replacement parts. Use of any

other parts may create a hazard or

cause product damage.

WARNING. Always wear eye protection
with side shields marked to comply with

ANSI Z87.1. Failure to do so could result

in objects being thrown into your eyes

resulting in possible serious injury.

WARNING. Before carrying out any
maintenance, always disconnect the

compressor from the mains supply and, if

necessary, allow the machine to cool

down before starting work.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Cleaning and maintaining the compressor regularly

will give a long and trouble free life.

Before long term storage it is advisable to give the

compressor a thorough clean. This should include

the removal of all fitted accessories. Do not use

any solvents as these can damage plastic parts.

Only use a clean cloth dampened with warm soapy

water. Any metal parts should be given a wipe with

a light machine oil to prevent rusting.

WARNING. Do not at any time let brake
fluids, gasoline, petroleum-based

products, penetrating oils, etc., come in

contact with plastic parts. Chemicals can

damage, weaken or destroy plastIc

which may result in serious personal

injury.

STORAGE

When you have finished using the air

compressor:

• Set the switch to “OFF’ and unplug the cord.

• Protect the electrical cord and air hose from

damage.

• Store the air compressor in a clean and dry

location away from children.

FUNCTION APPLICATION INFLATION OPERATING

PRESSURE (BAR) PRESSURE (BAR)

Inflation

Blowing

Painting *

Washing / Spraying *

Clinching / Nailing

Footballs

Dinghies, air beds, childrens

swimming pools

Tyres

Ordinary bicycles tyres

Mountain bike tyres

0.8 - 1**

0.5 - 1**

2 - 3

1 - 3

2 - 2.5

1 - 4

8

4

2 - 3

1.5 - 2

8

8

6

To remove dust from ordinary objects

To remove dust from precision equipment

To paint small surfaces at low pressure

For airbrush work

For washing with air/water gun

To spray detersives on engines

To spray water/products on plants/flowers

For woodwork

Other uses* are possible purchasing the accessories separately.
** Consult the indications provided on the object to be inflated.
Please check that the air consumption and the maximum working pressure of the pneumatic tool to be used are
compatible with the pressure set on the pressure regulator and with the amount of air supplied by the compressor.
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SERVICE
Now that you have purchased your tool, should a need ever exist of repair or service, simply contact your
nearest Ryobi Authorised Service Centre or other qualified service organistion. Be sure to provide all
pertinent facts when you call or visit.

SYMBOLS
SYMBOL SIGNAL MEANING

DANGER: Indicates an imminently hazardous situation, which, if not avoided, will
result in death or serious injury.

WARNING Indicates a potentially hazardous situation, which, if not avoided, could
result in death or serious injury.

CAUTION Indicates a potentially hazardous situation, which, if not avoided, may result
in minor or moderate injury.

CAUTION (Without Safety Alert Symbol) Indicates a situation that may result in
property damage.

Safety Alert Symbol Indicates danger, warning or caution. It means attention!!! 
Your safety is involved.

Read Your Operator's
Manual

Your manual contains special messages to bring attention
to potential safety concerns as well as operating and 
servicing information. Please read all the information 
carefully to ensure satisfaction and safe use.

Wear Eye and Hearing
Protection

Eye and hearing protection must be worn when operating
this equipment.

Risk of Electric Shock Hazardous Voltage. Disconnect from power source before
servicing. Do not use in damp conditions.

Hot Surface To reduce the risk of injury or damage, avoid contact with
any hot surface.

Unexpected Starting The compressor may start without warning.

Recycle Symbol Waste electrical products should not be disposed of with 
household waste. Please recycle where facilities exist. 
Check with your Local Authority or retailer for recycling 
advice.

CE Marking Conforms to relevant safety standards.  

Air and condensation water can burst from the 
compressor when the drain plug is removed.

Risk of Bursting

Enclosure Alert Do not operate the portable compressor with the doors 
or enclosure open.




